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EARLY LIFE
Robert Kandelas was born on the 31st of

January  1933. He went by Bob and was a twin
with Bill Kandelas. He was one of six kids all

who were boys. He grew up in Balmain which is
where he started his refereeing career. Bob

worked in PGH where he made terretal pipes.
He was lucky enough to meet his wonderful
wife, marrying her in the eailry 1950s-1960s.

They had 2 delightful children together. 
His Grandson Dan Olford has continued his

refereeing career and lived up to the wonderful
reputation Bob has left behind. 
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B o b  K a n d e l a s  b e g a n  h i s
r e f e r e e i n g  c a r e e r  i n  B a l m a i n  a s

p a r t  o f  t h e  B a l m a i n  R e f e r e e s '
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 1 5 .  H e  j o i n e d  t h e
P e n r i t h  R e f e r e e s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  j u s t
a f t e r  i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 6 6 .

H i s  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  A r t h u r  K a n d e l a s
a l s o  r e f e r e e d  f o r  P e n r i t h  d u r i n g
t h i s  t i m e .  B o b  w a s  g r a d e d  i n  t h e

l a t e  1 9 7 0 s ,  g r a d e  # 6 2 9 .  D i s p l a y i n g
h i s  s k i l l  a n d  t a l e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e
y e a r s  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  h e  w a s

g r a d e d .  

CAREER



B o b  w a s  t h e  6 0 t h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e

a s s o c i a t i o n .  B e f o r e  B o b  w a s  g r a d e d  h e

r e f e r e e d  t h e  A  g r a d e  d i v i s i o n  1  G r a n d

F i n a l  i n  1 9 7 1 .  H e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  m e m b e r

a w a r d e d  w i t h  t h e  J a c k  H a r r i s  M e r i t  A w a r d

i n  1 9 7 2 .  B o b  K a n d e l a s  w a s  a w a r d e d  l i f e

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1 9 7 5 ,  b e i n g

t h e  6 t h  m e m b e r  t o  d o  s o .  I n  1 9 8 0  t h e  B o b

K a n d e l a s  R e f e r e e s '  R e f e r e e  A w a r d  w a s

c r e a t e d  i n  h o n o u r  o f  B o b  f o r  a l l  h i s  g r e a t

a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  h e   h a s  d o n e

f o r  t h i s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
1 9 6 6  -  J o i n e d  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a s  t h e

6 0 t h  m e m b e r

1 9 7 1  -  R e f e r e e  f o r  A  A r a d e  D i v i s i o n  1  

1 9 7 2  -  A w a r d e d  h e  J a c k  H a r r i s  M e r r i t

A w a r d

1 9 7 5  -  A w a r d e d  a s  t h e  6 t h  L i f e

M e m b e r  o f  t h e  P e n r i t h  R e f e r e e s '

A s s o c i a t i o n

1 9 8 0  -  T h e  B o b  K a n d e l a s  R e f e r e e s '

R e f e r e e  a w a r d  w a s  c r e a t e d  i n

h o n o u r  o f  B o b

2 0 2 3  -  P r e s e n t a t i o n  n i g h t  r e n a m e d

t o  t h e  B o b  K a n d e l a s  M e d a l



THANK
YOU
BOB!!


